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Whately Town Warrant. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


FRANKLIN, SS. 

To George F. Pease, Constable of the ‘Town of Whately, 

GREETING : 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are 
hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said ‘Town, 
qualitied to vote in elections and town affairs, to meet at the 
Town Hall in said Whately, on Monday the fifth day of March, 
next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, then and there to act on 
the following articles : 


ARTICLE 1.—'l’o choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 


ART. 2.—To choose all necessary town officers—Clerk, Treas- 
urer, Selectmen, Assessors, School Committee, Auditor, Ceme- 
tery Commissioner, Library Trustee. Elector under the Will of 
Oliver Smith, T'ree Warden, all to be voted for on one ballot. 
The ballot for the ladies will contain the name of School Com- 
mittee only. 

ArT. 3.—'T'o vote by ballot +: Yes” or “No” upon the ques- 
tion *‘Shall license be granted for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in this town ?” 

ArT. 4.—'T'o receive and act upon reports of all Officers, 
Committees, Commissioners, Trustees of the Town. 

RT. 5.—T’o raise such sums of money as may be necessary 


to defray town charges for the coming year, and appropriate 
the same. 


2 Ly 


+ 
o 


er 


LKrr. 6.—To act upon the list of Jurors prepared by the 


ieee Registrars. 


Art. 7.—To see what the Town vill do with the money 
“regpived from the County, called the Dog Fund. 

“Art. 8.—To-see if the Town will make an appropriation for 
Public Library. 


Ve U Aer. 9.—'l'o see if the Town will employ a Superintendent 


of Schools, and raise money for his salary. 


S--Art. 10.—To see if the Town will raise five per cent. or any 
fixed per cent, on amount of Town Grant, State and County 


‘T'axes, the same to be allowed to those who pay their taxes on 
or before August Ist, 1900. 

ArT. 11.—To see if the Town will raise, or instruct its offi- 
cers to borrow money, for repairs, either special or general, on 
cemeteries, roads, bridges, or buildings, or on account of State 
Road, or for any legal purposes, or instruct its officers in any 
matters of claims or suits, or transact any other business which 
may properly come before the meeting. 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested 
copies at each of the Post Offices in said Town, said posting to 
be seven days at least before the time of holding said meeting. 

Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, with 
your doings thereon, to the ‘Town Clerk, at the time and place 
of meeting as aforesaid. 

Given under our hands this tenth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred. 

SETH B. CRAFTS, Selectmen 


WILLIS F. WAITE, of 
GEORGE F. PEASKH, ) Whately. 


Town Clerk’s Report. 


The vital statistics of the Town of Whately for the vear 1899 : 


BIRTHS REGISTERED IN WHATELY, 1899. 


Jan’y 28. Allen Boyle Heafey, to Nicholas T. and Margaret 
Boyle Heafey. 

Feb’y 18. Linden Frank Scott, to Frank O. and Lottie W. 
Scott. 

Feb’y 22. Nellie Barrell Scott, to Lewis and Nellie B. Scott. 

March 27. Mary Ethel Morrissey, to Patrick J. and Margaret 
S. Morrissey. 

April 2. Esther Lilly Donovan, to Peter J. and Katherine 
P. Donovan. 

April 3. Alice Stearns, to William and Mary M. Stearns. 

July 28. Ruby Christine Bardwell, to Wilson and Mertie 8S. 
Bardwell. 

August 26. Clifford White Sanderson, to Lennie and Minnie 
W. Sanderson. 

August 27. Mildred White, to Frederiek and Mary J. White. 

October 3. Helen Marjorie Wood, to James A. and Florence 
W. Wood. 

October 25. Martin Toomey, to Patrick and Hannah P. 
‘Toomey. 


Comparison table of births for the last five years : 
1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 
14 11 9 10 11 


6 
MARRIAGES REGISTERED. 


April 12. William Konsal of Whately, 27—Mary Frankewicz 
of Montague, 18; by Rev. Thos. E. Purcell. , 

May 16. Wilson T. Bardwell of Whately, 19—Mertie L. 
Sanderson of Whately, 19; by Rev. E. V. Hinchliffe. 

May 17. Harry W. Sanderson of Whately, 21—Mary L. 
Witherell of Williamsburg, 21; by Rev. Allen E. Cross. 

June 7. Henry J. Hall of Conway, 27—Arabelle L. Graves 
of Whately, 43 ; by Rev. Henry T. Rose. 

June 21. James W. Sullivan of Whately, 23—Annie Toomey 
of Whately, 18; by Rev. Austin O’Grady. 

Sept. 6. Albert D. Trusdall of Greenfield, 22—Lilla M. 
Williams of Whately, 21; by Rev. Carey H. Watson. 

Sept. 20. John T. Leary of Hatfield, 30—Sara A. Phillips | 
of Whately, 26; by Rev. Charles J. Boylan. 

Oct. 11. Michael Boyle of Hatfield, 26—Annie Mullally of 
Whately, 21; by Rev. Austin O’Grady. 

Oct. 28. George Jouroff of Whately, 32—Maggie Brzescon 
of Whately, 18; by Rev. Austin O’Grady. 7 

Nov. 28. William H. Baxter of Northampton, 37— Hattie 
A. Millard of Northampton, 31; by Rev. George W. Solley. 

Nov. 30. Otis N. Damon of Whately, 36—Clara E. King of 
Meriden, Conn., 21; Rev. John Pierpoint. 

Dec. 6. Perez M. Wells of Whately, 70—Alice A. Higgins 
of Springfield, 51; by Rev. F. A. Goodspeed. 


Comparison table of marriages for the last five years : 
1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 
6 10 8 10 12 


DEATHS REGISTERED. 


Date. Name. yrs. m. d. 


Jan. 6. Walter Barnard, 81.85 7R 
29. Wells Dickinson, re dee 


Date. Name. yrs. 
Feb. 7%. Lucy Beach, 83 
26. Lucelia A. Bardwell, 68 
Mch. 13. Lucretia H. Wells, 58 
Apr. 380. Hannah Halleran, 65 
June 1%. Marietta Wells, 83 
21. Arthur H. Jenney, 37 
July 12. Lucy A. Meekins, 12 
30. Alfred Belden, 85 
Aug. 9. Sophia M. Stedman, 84 
Oct. 1. Patrick Morrissey, 65 
Nov. 11. Harriet L. Bardwell, 69 
Dec. 13. John P. Tobin, 19 
26. Charlotte B. Jones, 61 
Comparison table of deaths for the last. five years : 
1895 1896 1897 1898 
16 13 19 15 


m. d. 
11 20 
4 
5 19 
8 
+ 
Deb yw 
Li bs 
6 
1899 
15 


If any mistakes have been made in the above list, either in 
names or dates, if those interested will inform the Town Clerk 


of the facts, the records will be corrected. 


DOGS. 


The number of dogs licensed during the year ending Nov. 30, 
1899, with the receipts and settlement of the account with the 


County Treasurer is as follows : 
60 male dogs at $2.00, $120 00 
3 female dogs at $5.00, 15 00 


Less fee 63 dogs at 20 cents, 


Balance, 


Paid E. A. Newcomb, County Treasurer, 


Comparison table for the last five years : 
1895 1896 1897 1898 
$87.00 = $82.20 $85.80 $122.40 
Respectfully submitted, 


$135 00 
12 60 


$122 40 
$122 40 


1899 


$122.40 


GEORGE A. ELDER, Zown Clerk. 


History of Whately. 


I herewith submit my first annual report as agent of the Town 
for the sale of the History of the Town. 


Number of books received from Enterprise and Journal 


Printing Co., 499 
Received from James M. Crafts, (sent by him to Boston), i: 
Received from James M. Crafts, through F. A. Crafts, 6 

Total number of books received, 506 
Number of books sold, 25 
Number of books returned to printer, 71 
Total, — 96 
Balance of books on hand, 410 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Dry 
Received from sale of 2 books at $5.00, $10 00 
Received from sale of 23 books at $3.00, 69 00 
Received for 7 photographs in book at $5.00, 35 00 
$114 00 

Cr. 
By amount paid R. C. Howes, Treasurer, $114 00 


GEORGE A. ELDER. 
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Collector’s Report. 


GeorGE F. PEASE in account with the Town of Whately. 


Dr. 
Town Tax, $6,000 00 
County Tax, 1,104 91 
State Tax, 270 00 
Overlayings, 112 52 
Discount, 368 75 
Se ene SHOES 
Cr. 
By amount paid R. C. Howes, Treasurer, $7,366 96 
Discount on Taxes, 200 00 
Abatement, 19 22 
Uncollected Taxes, 270 00 
———— $7,856 18 


LIST OF JURORS PREPARED BY THE REGISTRARS. 


John E. Waite, Dexter Hagar, Herbert W. Ford, Lyman S. 
Munson, William H. Adkins, Arthur Beers, Warren P. Crafts, 
Seth B. Crafts, Henry 8S. Higgins, Herbert E. Roote, William J. 


Gould, Thomas Brennan. 
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Treasurers Ineport. 


RECEIPTS. 
Dr. 

Cash from R. C. Howes, ex-'l'reas., $1,970 03 
George F. Pease, Collector, 7,586 18 
Photographs, Town History, 108 00 
(seo. A. Elder, sale of History, 79 00 
Geo. A. Elder, Lumber, 2 40 
Smith College, Temporary Loan, 500 00 
H. 8. Higgins, Supt. Salary, 52 68 
W.S. Allen, Court Fines, 30 00 
K. P. Shaw, State Treas., Corporation Tax, 3 05 

4] ‘< National Bank Tax, 626 61 
«© State Aid, 362 00 
FS ‘* Tuition Smali Towns, 213 00 


K. A. Newcomb, Co, Treas., Dog Fund, 32 42 
Edward 8. Bradford, State Treas., 
Mass. School Fund, 455 52. 
H. 8. Higgins, Shingle, 66 
———— $12,021 55 


ORDERS PAID. 


Cr. 

By Outstanding Orders, $888 91 
Old Bills, 151 10 
Contingent, 522 28 
State Aid, 833: 50 
Bridges and Culverts, 311 39 


‘ 11 

Library, $132 57 
Cemetery, 204 15 
Highways 1,051 58 
Poor, | 499 07 
Schools, eo eae 
Supt. Schools, 49 67 
Hearse, 345 00 
Hearse House, 36 33 
Town History, 1,199 30 
State Tax, 270 OO 
County Tax, 1,104. 91 
Temporary Loan, 500 00 
Interest, 55 33 
Town Debt, 1,009 50 
Assessors, 80 88 
Treasurer, 40 00 
School Committee, 75 00 
Ballot Clerks, 4 00 
Registrars, 60 00 
Discount, 200 00 
Abatements, Loo 22 
Selectmen and Auditor, 202 50 

oe See 
Balance, 1,103 05 


$12,021 dd 


WHATELY, Feb. 19, 1900. 
We have this day settled with the above-named Rylan C. 
Howes, Treasurer of the Town of Whately, and find in his 
hands and due the Town of Whately, the sum of Eleven Hun- 
dred Three and ;8, Dollars ($1,103.05). 


SETH B. CRAFTS, ) Selectmen: 
WILLIS F. WAITER, of 
GEORGE F. PEASE, ) Whately. 


LYMAN A. CRAFTS, Auditor. 


Selectmen’s Report. 


Following the long continued custom of our worthy pre- 
deressors, and the requirements of law, the Selectinen submit 
the following report hoping that you may find little to criticise 
and nothing to condemn. 

We congratulate the Town upon its financial condition the 
note to the State Treasury has been paid. We venture to sug- 
gest that now we are free from debt let us keep so. | 


HIGHWAYS. 


Our expenses for highways have been more than usual owing 
to destructive storms which washed roads badly, causing expense 
to make them fairly passable. The storm of last week swept 
out a number of culverts so that it will be necessary to make an 
appropriation for rebuilding them, as only temporary structures 
have been put on. 


POOR. 


Our expenses in this department have been $543.47 which 
with $34 coming in under old bills make $577.47, a little less 
than former years, but there is a lively prospect of an increase 
in the immediate future. 


TAXKS. 


In this matter all feel a lively interest as all must contribute 
to the public expense. We feel that it would be fair and just 


to reduce our real estate valuation at least 30 per cent. from 
12 


13 


what it stands to-day, the valuation is that much above the 
selling price. Values have depreciated, formerly it was con- 
sidered fair and just to place the valuation at about 70 per cent. 
of the selling price. We aught not to put fictitious values on 
property for purposes of taxation, it makes no difference with 
our town taxes provided the relation which the market value 
bears to the assesed value is the same in each individual case, 
but it does make a difference in County and State Taxes whether 
our valnation is 30 per cent. above the selling price. We make 
these sugvestions recollecting that things appear differently to 
different people. 


TOWN HISTORY. 


The Selectmen were instructed by the town to arrange with 
James M. Crafts, a former resident, of the town who felt an 
interest in his birthplace where most of his life has been spent, 
one who was experienced and tried in historical work, having 
been one of the compilers of the Whately History in 1871 and 
since of the Crafts also of the Graves Families, the book was 
printed and bound by the Enterprise and Journal Co. of Orange, 
Mass. Contains 635 pages. Only a portion of the books are 
complete. 

Enterprise and Journal Co., printing and binding $1,197 05 
H. A. Bowen, mailers, 2 2d 


es 


$1,199 30 


HEARSE. 


In accordance with instructions of the town your Selectmen 
have purchased a Hearse (which by some is considered rather in 
the line of a luxury) at a cost of $345. After we purchased it 
we found the old Hearse House was too small, it being old we 
pulled it down and built new at a cost of $111.16, statement in 
detail will be found in the contingent expense account. 


Geo. L. Brownell for Hearse, $329 78 
Seth B. Crafts, express, 32 
F. A. Crafts, freight, 14 90 


$345 00 
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CONTINGENT. 


R. C. Howes, Treasurer’s Bond, 

Gazette Printing Co., printing town reports, 

Town of Sunderland, bridge expense, 

Cecil I’. Bagnal, printing tax lists for Assessors, 

Frank Woodward, Collector’s Bond, 

V. D. Bardwell, services as Elector, 

Henry Sharp, railings, 

Geo. F. Pease, tax on town lands, 

Enterprise & Journal Co., stationery and printing, 

M. Howes & Son, oil for Hall and Library 5.05, 
Telephone expenses 31.30, 

John W. Hartwell, bush scythe, 

Cooley B. Dickinson, stone for culvert, 

M. Howes & Son, Telephone expense 18.85, supplies 
for Hall and Library 3.46, 

Seth B. Crafts, cash paid for entering petition for 
discontinuance of Poplar Hill Road near V. 
D. Bardwells, 

M. Howes & Son, Telephone expenses 12.50, oil 
for Library 1.54, 

Seth B. Crafts, cash paid for Wheel Scraper, 

F. L. Graves, repairs on Plow and Road Scraper, 

Irving Allis, Inspector of Cattle, 

Chas. E. Bardwell, railings, 

A. H. Beers, survey and. map of swamp drain, 

Willis Sanderson, railings, 


Seth B. Crafts, plow casting 1.60, express .60, scraper 


Repairs 1.22, freight .40, 

J. B. Bridges, fees in cases of 8. W. Allis and E. R. 
Scott 3.94, John Somaski 5.28, James Lawder 
et als 14.92, John Kopaty 5.01, 

Irving Allis, water tank, 

Lyman-A. Crafts, ‘* | ** 

Lincoln Sanderson,‘‘ = ** 

Watrens£. Crafts, 366 0S 


50 
00 
26 
25 
50 
00 
22 
37 
6) 


) 3d 


20 
d0 


BL! 


00 


04 
00 
10 
00 
v7 
50 
25 


82 


15 
00 
00 
00 
00 
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Geo. E. Sanderson, water tank, 

Chas. A. Coville, eee a 

Wm. J. Gould, ringing bell, 

L. F. Crafts, care of Town Hall, 

J. D. Seymour, M. D., reporting births, 

Geo. A. Elder, Collector’s Book 1.55, express, freight, 

postage, stationery, stamps, pencils, cartage, 
- hinges, lock, screws, twine 8.86, 

L. F. Crafts, returning deaths, 

Geo. A. Elder, trip to Montague 5.00, Justice fees 2.50, 
recording marriages 2.40, births 5.50, deaths 3.00, 

Seth B. Crafts, time and expense to Boston before 
Mass. Highway Commission, 

A. F. Nutting, Insurance of History, 

P. H. Chew, Order Book, 

Seth B. Crafts, time and expense six trips to Orange 
in matter of Jewett family and Whately History, 

Geo. F. Pease, trip to Tewksbury with pauper, 

Seth B. Crafts, settlement laws of Mass. 2.12, freight. 
3.20, express .78, stationery 1.42, postage 3.40, 
plow point and express on same 1.05, 

Mrs. G. A. Elder, copying records, 

M. Howes & Son, Telephone expense 6.25, oil 
aud chimneys 2.78, 

H. E. Roote, Justice fees, time and expense in 
centralization of schools, 

Hearse House : 

Dwight Graves & Co., sheathing, 


2 OO 


20 00. 


V.D. Bardwell, shingles 10.68, plank and boards 10.60, 21 28 


Seth B. Crafts, nails, spikes 2.61, bolts, lumber 
4.00, hinges .52, window .60, and drawing 
lumber from North Amherst 3.50, 

Geo. A. Gunn, lumber, 

Chas. E. Bardwell, drawing stone, 


16 


Watson Field, carpenter work, $17 05 
J. Nelson Wing, carpenter work, 13 00 
J. Nelson Wing, lumber and work putting in door, 3 50 
L. F. Crafts, paint and oil, work, vs 6 

$289 61 


BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 


Dexter Hager, $4 27 
Otis Hager, 10 46 
Dy. AltGratte, 25 00 


J. A. Sullivan, 
Geo. F. Pease, 
John Blunkard, 
Martin Tuomey, 
Kdward Quinn, 
Chas, J. Smith, 
K. R. Scott, 
John Hawley, 
M. Hezdrahan, 
Aaron E. Waite, 
Patrick Morrissey, 
Joseph Phelix, 
James Sullivan, 


Ce BP WW WOLD OW ®W 
4 
or 


Geo. Carroll, 5 50 
Geo. F. Pease, 14 90 
M. J. Powers, 13 90 
Wm. P. Smith, I 25 
C. H. Pease, 6 88 
C. J. Smith, 213 
H. W. Bardwell, 8 62 
Seth B. Crafts, 4 00 
Chas. J. Smith, 6 50 
M. J. Powers, 2 25 
HK. R. Scott, 350 
Aaron E. Waite, 1 50 


James Sullivan, $1 50 
Geo. Carroll, 2 50 
Geo. F. Pease, 1 55 
K. L, Grover, 38 30 
Thomas Flemming, 6 00 
Seth B. Crafts, 8 62 
M. J. Powers, a 75 
L. F. Graves, 32 40 
J. E. Waite, 3 50 
Geo. Carroll, 1 25 
Lucien Moody, 1 62 
James Quinn, 5 25 
Chas. E. Bardwell, 1550 
M. Handrahan, 5 00 
Chas. J. Smith, 1 50 
Lyman Munson, 19 52 
Chas. Shephard, 4 00 
Greenfield Water Co., 1¥ 12 

$311 39 

HIGHWAYS. 

Geo. F. Pease, $3 00 
Herbert E. Roote, 3 00 
Joseph Phelix, 1 50 
Morris Powers, 1 50 
John Blunkard, 8 %5 
Thomas Brennan, 8 7d 
Henry Sharp, 12 82 
Lennie Sanderson, 6 15 
Henry Guyette, 3 08 
Chas. E. Bardwell, 8 %5 
J. E. Waite, 4 50 
Henry W. Bardwell, 3 00 
Chas. Sanderson, 1 8&0 


Geo. W. Moore, 14 35 
a 
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Thomas Brennan, 
Edward Quinn, 

L. F. Graves, 
John Blunkard, 
Geo. F. Pease, 

J. EH. Waite, 
Henry W. Bardwell, 
A. J. Codding, 

HK. A. Warner, 
Lucien Moody, 

E. W. Bardwell, 
Chas. E. Bardwell, 
E. L. Grover, 
Hiram Bardwell, 
Emerson C. Warner, 
Henry W. Bardwell, 
Warren P. Crafts, 
Seth B. Crafts, 
Donovan Bros., 
Henry Sharp, 
Morris J. Powers, 
Willis F. Waite, 
L. F. Graves, 
Lyman A. Crafts, 
L. F. Graves, 
Geo. D. Bartlett, 
Aaron EH. Waite, 
John Blunkard, 
James Sullivan, 
Morris J. Powers, 
James Powers, 
Jacob Kozlaski, 
Thomas Brennan, 
John Hafey, 

John H. Pease, 
Martin Tuomey, 
Seth B. Crafts, 
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00 
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05 
00 
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90 
40 
25 
60 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
00 
25 
25 
50 
50 
00 
00 
75 
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Patrick Tuomey, 
Chas. J. Smith, 
Edward Quinn, 
Nicholas Hafey, 
_ S. White Allis, 

- Kdward R. Scott, 
Henry Sharp, 
Chas. EK. Bardwell, 
~ Geo. Dickinson, 
W. P. Crafts, 
Patrick Dalton, 
Geo. W. Skiff, 

A. J. Codding, 
Henry W. Bardwell, 
Henry Sharp, 

W. P. Smith, 

O. E. Morton, 
Geo. F. Pease, 
Chas. H. Pease, 
Edward R. Scott, 
Seth B. Crafts, 
John H. Pease, 

F. D. Belden, 
Edward Quinn, 
Geo. Dickinson, 
Henry W. Bardwell, 
Seth B.-Crafts, 

V. D. Bardwell, 
Chas. E. Bardwell, 
K. W. Bardwell, 
Lucien Moody, 
Geo. P. Graves, 
Elisha Grover, 
Hiram Bardwell, 
James Nolan, 
Frank Sanderson, 


EK, E. Sanderson, 


$7 
16 
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EK. A. Warner, $63 90 
R. D. Waite, 3 75 
L. F. Graves, 11 90 
J. KE. Waite, 10 15 
Leslie Waite, 56 
Harry Sanderson, 3 06 
Chas. 8S. Sanderson, | 2 06 
Henry Sharp, | 14 69 
Patrick T'uomey, 3. 00 
Chas. H. Pease, 63 
Chester Damon, LS 
Martin Tuomey, 2 00 
Warren P. Crafts, . 26.°% 
Henry Sharp, 1 yt: 
Geo. Carroll, 5 00 
Thomas Callahan, 3 00 
Geo. E. Sanderson, 6 37 
Seth B. Crafts, 19% 
EK. A. Warner, 5 55 
Willis F. Waite, 5 08 
Francis EK. Sanderson, 2 63 
Lucien Moody, 1 50 
W. J. Gould, 4 50 
S. White Allis, SO 
J. E. Waite, 3 00 
$1,064 57 
POOR. 
Mrs. Chas. E. Jewett, at Orange, $165 00 
Utley Smith with Arthur Smith and Mrs. Sumner 
Smith, 26 15 
Dudley Belden, at Dwight Dickinson’s, 123 86 
Electa Hunt, Northampton Insane Hospital, 144 38 
Elisha Rhood, at Horace Pratt’s, 84 08 


$543 47 
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STATE AID UNDER CHAP. 3874, ACTS OF 1899. 


Edward EK. Sanderson, — $54 00 
Stephen G. Stearns, 48 00 
Bela K. Crafts, 48 00 
Geo. W. Skiff, 20. 00 
Lucien Moody, 48 00 
Luther M. Crafts, 72 00 
Joseph L. Longley, 72 00 
Mrs. Luther M. Crafts, 4 00 

$366 00 


SALARY OF SUPT. OF SCHOOLS. 
L. A. Pratt, $81 27 


SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 


Orders have been drawn amounting to $2,100 27 
For statement in detail see School Committee report. 


LIBRARY. 


Mary Gould, salary, $40 00 
Mrs. F. A. Crafts, books, 1 25 
Frank Dickinson, books, 2 50 
S. E. Bridgman, books, 85 87 
Geo. A. Elder, books, 3 00 
Cooley B. Dickinson, expenses, BoA t) 
Frank Dickinson, expenses, 1 00 


$134 82 


CEMETERIKS. 


In accordance with instructions from the Town we have pur- 
chased of Chas. H. Waite an addition to the cemetery. 


22 


The income of the following gifts is to be used for cemetery 


purposes : 


Miss Betsy Waite, $100 deposited in the Easthampton Savings 
Bank, to care for her and her father’s lots in the West Whately 


Cemetery. 


Miss Mary Dickinson $1,000 secured by mortgage, after caring 
for three Dickinson lots in becoming manner the remaining un- 
used income to be used in general improvements of the Center 


Cemetery. 
Cemetery Commissioner’s orders, 
Chas. H. Waite, land for cemetery purposes, 


OLD BILLS. 


HK. E. Smith, breaking roads, 
E. W. Bardwell, ‘‘ As 
A. L. Adkins, a oe 
Chas. Sanderson, ‘‘ ‘3 
Elisha Grover,  ‘‘ < 
Geo. W. Moore, dynamite, 


Seth B. Crafts, breaking roads, 2.27, Highways, 4., 


W. J. Gould, highway, 
Arthur Smith, breaking road, 


James Nolan, moe «° 
Lyman Sanderson, ‘‘ A 
EK. E. Smith, cs ae 
Willis F. Waite, ‘ ¢ 
F. E. Sanderson, ‘‘ H 


Henry Sharp, aH a 
A. J. Codding, S * 
Lennie Sanderson, ‘‘ a 
Chas. E. Bardwell, “ es 
Geo. W. Skiff, es ES 
M. J. Halloran, oy se 
M. J. Halloran, service as Assessor, 1898, 


$83 
125 


a 
00 


$208 


mm eS WD wo 
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Munson Bros., breaking roads, 
Wm. P. Smith, 66 ‘é 
Patrick Dalton, 66 66 


Cooley B. Dickinson, highway, 12.75, Assessor, 1898, 1.25, 1 


Lincoln Sanderson, breaking road, 

S. & H. A. Wilder, highway work, 

Edward Scott, breaking road, 

Chas. KE. Bardwell, ‘ s 

James Morrissey, ‘‘ as 

Henry W. Bardwell, te 

Lyman A. Crafts, extra Auditor, work and expense in 
committal of Electa Hunt to Insane Hospital, 

Lucia Gould, board and care of Electa Hunt, 

Arthur Smith, board of Utley Smith, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


ASSESSORS. 


Chas. H. Waite, 
Cooley B. Dickinson, 
M. J. Halloran, 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Henry 8. Higgins, 
Herbert E. Roote, 
Chas. A. Coville, 


SELECTMEN. 
Geo. F. Pease, 
Willis F. Waite, 
Seth B. Crafts, 


SF 


SRHAODOQHE PH EB 
—) 
© 


$151 10 


$30 88 
25 00 
25 00 


$80 88 


$25 00 
25 00 
25 00 


$75 00 


$200 00 
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AUDITOR. 
Lyman A. Crafts, $2 50 
TREASURER. 
Rylan C. Howes, $40 00 
REGISTRARS. 
Geo. A. Elder, $15 00 
Willis F. Waite, 15 00 
Geo. F. Pease, 15 00 
Seth B. Crafts, 15 00 
$60 00 
BALLOT CLERKS. 
A. H. Beers, $2 00 
Rylan C. Howes, 2 00 
$4 00 
STATE TAX. 
Edward 8S. Bradford, Treas., - $270 00 
COUNTY TAX. 
EK. A. Newcomb, 'l'reas., $1,104 91 
INTEREST. 
E. P. Shaw, Treas., $51 44 
Geo. A. Elder for Treas. Smith College, 3 89 
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TOWN DEBT. 
Edward 8S. Bradford, State Treas., 


| TEMPORARY LOAN. 
Smith College, 


DISCOUNT ON TAXES. 


Geo. F. Pease, 


ABATEMENTS. 
Geo. F. Pease, 
Thomas Hafey, 
F, B. Morton Kst., 
Frank Knopsky, 
Joseph Frank, 
Joseph Polander, 
Thomas Sherman, 
Wal Czanzak, 
Stanislaw Polander, 


RECAPITULATION OF ORDERS DRAWN, 


Old Bills, 
Cemetery, 
Library, 
School, 
Highway, 
State Aid, 
Poor, 

Bridges, 
Contingent, 
Supt. of Schools, 
Hearse, 

Town History, 
Town Officers, 


$1,009 


$900 


$200 


$19 


$19 


50 


00 


00 
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1899-1900. 


$151 
208 
134 
2,100 
1,064 
366 
543 
311 
589 
81 
345 
1199 
398 


10 


17 
82 
Q% 
oF 
00 
47 
39 
61 
au 
00 
30 
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Registrars and Ballot Clerks, 
Temporary Loan, 

State Tax, 

County Tax, 

Interest, 

Discount, 

Abatements, 

Town Debt, 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN FEB. 19, 1900. 
Outstanding orders, 1899-1900, $686 72 
ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 

Cash in Treasury, $1,103 05 © 
Due from State Aid, 463 50 
Due from High School Tuitions, 177 00 
Due from State for reimbursement on insane pauper, 48 12 
Uncollected Taxes, 270 00 
Town lands, 684 acres, 300 00 
$2,361 67 
TOWN PROPERTY. 
Town Hall, | $4,000 00 
Library and Court Decisions, 800 00 
Safe, Furniture in Hall and Library, 250 00 
Derrick, Road Machine, Scrapers, 200 00 
Six School Houses, 2,000 00 
Store House, 50 00 
$7,300 00 
SETH B,. CRAFTS, Selectmen 


WILLIS F. WAITE, 
GEORGE F. PEASH, 


$64 00 
500 00 
270 00 
1,104 91 
55 33 
200 00 
19 22 
1,009 50 


$10,716 31 


of 
Whately. 


on 


Wuatezty, Mass., Feb. 19, 1900. 

I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts and vouch- 
ers of the Treasurer, Collector and Selectmen of the Town of 
Whately, that I find the same to be correct, and that there is in 
the hands of Rylan C. Howes as Treasurer, and due the Town 
Eleven Hundred Three and 595, Dollars ($1,103.05). 

I also find the amount of uncollected taxes to be $270. 


LYMAN A. CRAFTS, Auditor. 


REPORT OF THE 


e 


Cemetery Commissioners for 1899 


There has been expended on the North West Cemetery, $18 50 


“ “6 Bs ‘* Center Cemetery, 54 72) 
6 6é << ‘¢ East Cemetery, 9 9d 
$83 17 


The report show we have expended $83.22 which is $8.22 
more than the appropriation. The increased expense is due to 
buying wire fence, surveying, painting Hearse House, etc., at 
Center Cemetery, the extra expense being paid to the Town by 
the Mary Dickinson Fund. 

We ask the Town to appropriate $75 for the year 1900. 


L. F. CRAFTS, 
S. A. WOOD. 
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Report of Library Trustees. 


During the year ending March 1st, 1900, there has been added 
to the Library 115 new books making a total of 2382. 

The annual circulation during the was 36, the average weekly 
circulation 72. The Library has a patronage of about 100 
families a year, which shows that the people are interested in 
it, and that the money spent for the Library is well used. In 
selecting books your committee have tried to purchase as great 
a variety of subjects as was possible and not exceed the amount 
appropriated, it being our aim to select the best class of books 
published. There is much need of a new catalogue, whereby 
there can be some system in arranging books so that the patrons 
can find a certain book without looking through the entire 
Library for it. We would recommend that the Town make an 
appropriation for the Library which would cover this expense in 
addition to the usual sum appropriated for the purchase of 
books and maintenance of the Library. 

Respectfully submitted, 


C. EK. CRAFTS, 

C. B. DICKINSON, 

FRANK DICKINSON. 
Whately, Mass., Feb. 8, 1900. 
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PONE N WA i POR 


OF THE 


peeOOl COMMITTEE 


Again we bring before the citizens of Whately, the annual 
survey of the schools for the year, with its expenditures and 
appropriations, while it is unnecessary to enter details of the 
work, (as the Superintendent’s report follows,) we think the 
town is fortunate in obtaining such an efficient corps of teachers. 
The voluntary removal of two of the older ones, have been re- 
placed by those who are giving excellent satisfaction. 

The Town has paid $240 for pupils who attend the High 
School in Greenfield and Northampton ; the same is reimbursed 
by the State. 

The sum of $231 has been expended for the sransncitRh on of 
children—$93 in the east district and $138 in the west. We 
deem it wise to keep the school buildings in good repair, which 
fact has necessitated our expending on the South Hast the sum 
of $76.91 in relaying of sheathing inside, and painting both the 
interior and exterior. ‘he prevalence of scarlet fever has had 
a demoralizing influence upon the attendance ; especially has 


this been true in the North Center and South Kast. 
31 
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The total attendance has been as follows : 


Spring. Fall. 
North Center, 21 19 
South Center, 19 18 
North West, 18 Ly 
South East, 26 28 


Winter. 
18 
20 
17 
33 


For expenditures in detail, see different departments, 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY 8. HIGGINS, 
HERBERT E. ROOTH, 
CHARLES E. COVILL, 


RECEIPTS. 

Appropriation, Schools, Books, Repairs, etc.$1,600 00 
Superintendent, 125 00 

Income from State Treas. on account of 
High School Tuitions, 213 00 
Income from State for Superintendent, 52 68 
M ne ‘¢ School Fund, 455 52 

KX PENDITURKS., 

Teachers, $1,119 50 
Books and Supplies, 259 64 
Care of School Houses, 40 50 
Repairs and Labor, 113 65 
High School Tuitions, 240 00 
Fuel, 62 22 
Superintendent, 79 64 
Miscellaneous, 266 39 
Balance in Treasury, 264 66 


School 


Committee. 


$2,446 20 


$2,446 20 
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SUPERINTENDENT. 

L. A. Pratt, March, $8 06 
ae See DT, 8 06 
. ee aMay, 8 06 
Re Pia Te, 8 06 
oH ‘¢ September, 7 90 

yon “ae October, % 90 
>. << November, 8 
ni ‘* December, 7 90 
_ <¢ sd January, 790 
wee | Kebruary, 7 90 

$79 64 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

J. N. Wing, transportation of children, $93 00 

Wm. P. Smith, fs ee 108 00 

Leshe Waite, sh op 30 00 

H. 8. Higgins, postage, freight, express, etc., 13 55 

L. A. Pratt, expenses to Boston, T’own’s share, postage, 

stationery, etc., 9 29 

H. E. Roote, taking School Census, 7 00 

| - - express, dd 
Mary J. Gould, care of school books, 5 00 
$266 39 

SALARY OF TEACHERS. 

North West District : 

Miss Bertha M. Hodges, 34 weeks at $8.50, $289 00 

North Center District : 

Miss Anna B. Flavin, 34 weeks at $8.50, 289 00 

South Centre District : 

Mrs. Helen M. White, 25 weeks at $8.50, 212 50 
Miss Kate Bernard, 9 weeks at $7.00, 63 00 


3 
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South East District : 
Geo. F. Pease, 20 weeks at $8.50, 
Miss Ellen M. Raftery, 12 weeks at $8.00, 


BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 


Geo. F. King & Co., 
Ginn & Co., 

H. 8. Higgins, 
American Book Co., 
J: L. Hammett & Co., 
H. E. Roote, 
University Pub. Co., 
Silver, Burdett & Co., 
Geo. F. Cram, 

R. O. Evans & Co., 
M. Howes & Son, 
Geo. F. Pease, 


REPAIRS AND LABOR. 


L. B. Cobb, stove, 

OC. A. Covill, repairs, 
D. L. Crafts, labor, 
Geo. Carroll, labor, 

H. HE. Roote, repairs, 
L. F. Crafts, painting, 
Fred Crafts, labor, 

R. C. Howes, floor oil, 
J. N. Wing, labor and material, 
H. 8. Higgins, lumber, 
S. G. Waite, labor, 

J. B. Bridges, lumber, 


$170 00 
96 00 


$1,119 50 


$ 3 84 
33 47 
1 20 
45 24 
124 21 
10 72 
1 00 
5 44 
3 00 
27 50 
3 22 
80 


$259 64 


“” 50 
5 59 


$113 65 
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CARE OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 
South East: . 


Geo. F. Pease, janitor, $5 00 

John Hayes, 3 3 50 

Miss Susan Hayes, cleaning, 2 50 
North Center : 

Leon Scott, janitor, 1 85 
Murray Crafts, ‘‘ 2 65 
James Haskins, cleaning, 1 50 
Montville Crafts, janitor, 2.50 
Lucius Allis, Pa 1 50 

South Center : 
Leon Brown, janitor, 5.50 
6é 6é 6é 3 00 
Joseph Phelix, cleaning, 2 00 

North West : 
HK. C. Knight, cleaning, 1 50 
George Grover, janitor, ” 50 
$40 50 
FUEL. 
V. D. Bardwell, wood, $6 00 
C. B. Dickinson, 14 cords, 6 00 
L.. A. Scott, Dae ts 36 72 
HK. L..Grover, Be i 13 50 
$62.22 
HIGH SCHOOL TUITIONS. 

Tuitions paid at Northampton High School, $150 00 
if Greenfield s . 90 00 


$240 00 


REPORT OF THE 


Superintendent of schools. 


To the School Committee of Whately :— 


I have the honor of submitting to you my second annual report 
as Superintendent of the Whately Schools. It is the eleventh of 
this department. All statistics of attendance cover the school 
year ending in June, 1899, as now required by the State Board 
of Education. 

The work of teaching and drill in all the departments of study 
has been pushed with the usual vigor and with a fair degree of 
success. It has been carried on with the consciousness that 
there were many weak points that needed strengthening, and 
that in many ways more power to gain knowledge should be 
secured to the children than, in the time allotted, they were 
accustomed to receive. Constant vigilance has been employed 
to detect failures and discover the means to correct and prevent 
their repetition. It is felt very generally, and with increasing 
force year by year, by the wise and faithful teacher, that the 
best possible opportunity should be afforded the child and that 
this has not been accomplished unless he has been aroused to 
voluntary effort. He must be stimulated to exercise his mental 


powers to the utmost in the acquirement of knowledge. Only 
36 
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r 
by this means can he grow and secure the full development of 
his faculties. Hence every effort is made to awaken thought. 

If arithmetic is the subject of study, by constant and persist- 
ent appeals to the concrete, processes are discovered and mas- 
tered, and ability to interpret and solve problems developed. 
The work in the primary classes is largely based on the Kinder- 
garten and other German methods, but these are thoroughly 
Americanized, that is to say, adapted to the bright, quick wits 
of our little folks, 

Io geography, or any other branch, the blind memorizing of 
facts and details is discouraged, and in natural ways that inter- 
est and stimulate the child, he is helped to discover for himself, 
make inferences and draw conciusions. ‘Then follows the repe- 
tition, loug continued and varied, by which the essentials of the 
subjects are fixed and the mind trained to the ready use of its 
powers. 

Regarding these essentials, it is well to consider thoughtfully 
that no time may be wasted in the attempt to learn what is not 
worth learning. At least we carefully consider every question. 
Is it worth while to require the pupil to learn the name or loca- 
tion of this or that bay, cape, strait, mountain, lake or river ? 
For a good business outfit, people do not require so very much 
of what a mere map can teach. Rather is it of importance that 
they should know more of the life of the people, and that the 
places of which they know the names should be invested for 
them with a sort of personality. Even lakes, rivers, bays, 
capes and mountains may have this personality, and unless they 
do have it for the great majority of highly-educated people 
throughout the land, it is not, generally speaking, worth while 
for pupils to learn their names or anything else about them. 
What and where is the Gulf Stream? Where is the Spanish 
language spoken ? Why do people go to Florida ? are more im- 
portant questions than: Where is Cape Canaveral? What is 
the capital of Costa Rica ? or, How high is Pike’s Peak ? 

Language is a very comprehensive branch of study. It em- 
braces certain artificial laws—the etiquette of speech. Mere 
glib expression is not enough. We must know the accepted 
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canons. ‘The Old Education, which concerned itself so much 
with technical grammar, and the New Education which 
concerns itself so much with language as a fine art, should be 
combined. Our forefathers were not all wrong. They did 
some things well. I think that all the old-fashioned analysis 
and parsing contained in Lindley Murray that is strictly Eng- 
lish, and not in any sense Latin or Greek, should be taught to- 
day. Recent departures in language-teaching, while attended 
by great gains, have not been taken without some losses. Let 
us hold tenaciously to that which is good in the Old Education, 
and accept without hesitation that which is good in the New. 

Reading, spelling, drawing and penmanship are all parts of 
one and the same general subject, expression, and we are seek- 
ing to treat them more and more as such, especially in the lower 
grades, and so carry them right along together. 

In reading, our primary grades excel in so far as the teacher 
is apt with the crayon. We begin with the ‘‘ sentence method,” 
so-called, which includes the word method, and may be de- 
scribed as the word method made more interesting. After the 
child has handled toys for a few days, and talked about them, 
the teacher writes on the board the simplest of sentences and 
the work is begun. ‘The child learns to read these sentences at 
sight. The sentence comes first. That is the unit of expres- 
sion. After the sentence come the words and letters, on the 
principle that the whole precedes the parts, and it is as easy for 
the child to recognize the whole as the parts. Thus in walking 
the street he would recognize, for example, a church, and say, 
‘¢ There is a church,” as readily as he would recognize the spire 
or the roof or any other part of the edifice. The introduction 
of the Ward readers is saving much time and labor for those 
teachers who have been willing to master the method. Such 
teachers, in whatever grade, seldom hear from their pupils, ‘I 
don’t know this word,” and consequently there is no telling 
words in the reading classes. This method is a peculiar combi- 
nation of the phonetic with the word and sentence methods, 
utilizing each for that part of the work to which it is especially 
adapted. It imparts power while it supplies the key which 
other methods have been found inadequate to give. 
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More satisfactory results may be obtained in these grades when 
our schools can be furnished with a greater variety of reading 
matter suited to the grade. There are on hand old and worn- 
out reading books. By takingadvantage of exchange rates each 
school may be supplied with several sets. In this way, the read- 
ing matter may be always fresh, and the pupils not required to 
go over and over the same old pieces until they have well nigh 
memorized it. By well-directed efforts we aim to make our 
boys and girls appreciative and thoughtful readers,—to make 
them love reading for reading’s sake, and find in it an intellect- 
ual pastime—to make them understand what they read and get 
the most possible from the printed page. 

The spelling book is not discarded in our schools. But by a 
more systematic teaching of spelling we are obtaining more 
gratifying results. In the lower grades, especially, the words 
selected for spelling are largely those, the meaning of which 
has been brought out in the development of the reading lesson. 
Pupils make up originai sentences, introducing these words in 
such a way as to show they have grasped the meaning. Written 
and oral spelling are combined. We write whole sentences as 
well as lists of words. Special attention is given to oft-recur- 
ring simple words. 

Almost every exercise is an exercise in teaching penmanship. 
The methods of instruction are such that each teacher is 
obliged to become a correct writer in order to teach successfully. 
The instruction in drawing is correlated with those other sub- 
jects of the course which are essentially utilitarian. 

The thanks of the Town are due a few earnest individuals 
anxious to improve the singing of the children in their midst. 
At the North West school an attempt was made to give the pu- 
pils the benefit of some training in this subject, Mr. Herbert 
Womersley being secured for the purpose. The results achieved 
in a short time were highly creditable to his ability as an in- 
structor. He aims to begin at the foundation of all vocal cul- 
ture by first teaching how to use the breath and properly de- 
velop the muscles of the throat and vocal organs. ‘Thus is se- 
cured a correct speaking tone, which, prolonged, produces the 
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musical tone, while through accent, rhythm and time are de- 
veloped. A singing tone is brought out of the speaking voice 
and all the work is pursued with manifest effect upon the read- 
ing classes. Since the retirement of Mr. Womersley, the class 
has been conducted by Mr. Henry Jones, for many years super- 
visor of music in the Northampton schools. While some par- 

ents and friends of the school have willingly contributed of their 
- means, the funds should not be raised by special tax. It is to 
be regretted that such training cannot be extended to all schools 
in town. ‘There has now been four years of systematic training 
in this subject at Haydenville. The cost is repaid many times 
in the musical taste engendered. The fact that Haydenville 
has special funds for the purpose ought not to exclude other pu- 
pils from the privilege. 

The annual meeting of the Hampshire County Teachers’ As- 
sociation, held at Amherst in October, was well attended by our 
teachers. This day was substituted for that of the fall meeting 
of the Franklin County Association which was held at Monta- 
gue a week later. The annual meeting of all teachers in this 
district was held ut Conway in June. Teachers of the North 
Center and North West schools were present and the exhibit of 
work was creditable. These two teachers have not been un- 
mindful of the value of associating with other teachers. Miss 
Hodges has become an active member of the Williamsburg 
Teachers’ Club, which was organized in November. ‘The meet- 
ings have been profitable to. such a degree that the teachers have 
seemed willing to devote to them an occasional Saturday. 

A uniform Course of Study is not of itself an evil, but it 
may become one. Its legitimate and primary use is to suggest 
lines along which the child’s development may proceed most 
naturally and healthfully and to the best ends. A secondary 
use is to indicate those parts of the whole fund of human 
knowledge which children at certain ages may profitably make 
their own. It is an abuse to assume that every part of it is es- 
sential to the development of every child, or to his equipment 
for the duties of life. Every subject finds exceptional individ- 
uals who cannot respond to it. There are children who cannot 
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learn arithmetic, who cannot learn to read, whocannot sing, who 
cannot draw. ‘Teachers should aid such children in developing 
these unproductive areas, but the children themselves should be 
shielded from obloquy, and be treated with all the consideration 
of normal children, their deficiency being no bar to progress 
through the school. The quantitative application of the course 
of study to individuals should be abolished. Numerical stand- 
ards have no sound basis in philosophy orcommon sense. First, 
because no two children have the same capacity for learning any 
subject or the same ability to do any prescribed piece of work. 
With equally good intentions and equal effort of will their ac- 
complishments will be unequal. Second, because such stand- 
ards are deceptive. ‘‘Seventy per cent. in geography” has no 
definite meaning. It may mean that a child has answered cor- 
rectly seventy per cent. of the questions which his teacher has 
happened to ask him. But it cannot stand for the same thing 
in any two schools, nor with any two children. As to the 
vital question, what the study of geography has done in educa- 
ting the child, it has not the slightest relation to it. What'the 
school is doing for the child, what progress he is making in be- 
ing educated, cannot be measured in any such way. We may 
measure the growth of a tree by measuring its height and its 
girth, but its power to withstand the stress of the storm cannot 
be so determined.’ That power isin its roots. So of a child. 
When we are trying to measure his acquirements in school 
studies, we are not measuring the things that school work 
should really stand for; we are not even thinking of them. 
Many teachers are forced to spend as much energy in measuring 
and recording and reporting results as they spend in getting 
those results. At least the energy spent in the oneis withdrawn 
from theamount available for theother. The theory upon which 
this excessive examination is based is a false one. It is the 
theory of the Talmud,—‘‘ A good scholar is like a well] plastered 
cistern which lets no drop escape.” The teachers are wasting 
time in everlastingly measuring the amount of the rain-fall and 
testing the permeability of the plaster. We believe that a 
healthy child, under such favorable conditions as a good school 
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affords, grows naturally in power to do, to acquire, to retain, 
and to apply; that such growth is always apparent to a discern- 
ing teacher ; and that its absolute or even comparative rate is 
not a matter of importance to anybody. Especially do we dep- 
recate the use of examinations and marks for disciplinary pur- 
poses. ‘This evil is an invariable sign of weakness in teaching 
or administration. The physiological, as well as psychological 
effects of these stimulants are a perpetual menace to the well- 
being of the pupils. The report cards which we are now send- 
ing to parents twice in each term are prepared, so far as may be, 
in accordance with the principles here stated. 

Would that I might adequately present to the parents of our 
pupils the importance of more perfect school attendance. The 
year’s record is far from satisfactory, and for the fall term of the 
present school year the registers are not showing the desired im- 
provement in averages. No school can be of a very bigh order 
in which children are allowed by their parents to stay out every 
now and then on the most frivolous pretext. Such children are 
a moth to any school. The child should understand that while 
he is attending school, school is the main thing. You cannot 
impress him with the idea that education is something to be 
valued and prized and striven for with earnestness and patience, 
—in other words you cannot educate him at all,—uniless it is 
made the great thing, to which other things, your own conve- 
nience and fancies, must bend. Not many realize how much 
the town annually pays for the education of these absent chil- 
dren. The waste cannot be measured in dollars and cents alone. 
It is insignificant in comparison with the exceedingly great loss 
which the misfortune or perversity of the pupil entails upon his 
associates. An incalculable amount of pupil’s time and teach- 
er’s energies 1s thus wasted in fruitless and wearisome repeti- 
tions and reviews which would otherwise rapidly advance our 
schools toa degree of excellence which under existing condi- 
tions we can never hope to reach. This is unquestionably the 
evil above all others which cripples our schools and defeats our 
most earnest and persistent efforts. The direct financial loss 
each year can be computed. ‘The indirect loss to the lives and 


43 


prospects of our youth is so great that it is difficult to think of 
it with patience and to speak of it with moderation. ‘Teachers 
can do much towards enlisting the co-operation of parents. In- 
vestigation frequently reveals the fact that the home life of the 
child is an important factor to be taken into consideration. 
Section 31, Chapter 496, of the Acts of 1898, provides that any 
person who, having under his control a child between seven 
-and fourteen years of age, fails for five day sessions or for ten 
half-day sessions within any period of six months to cause such 
child to attend school as required by law, shall forfeit and pay a 
fine of not more than twenty dollars. ‘The child’s attendance 
is required for the full time the school is kept. The same sec- 
tion provides that a fine of not more than fifty dollars shall be 
imposed upon a person for inducing any child to absent himself 
unlawfully from school, or fer employing or harboring a child 
unlawfully absent from school. The strong arm of the law is 
needed at times, but the true mission of the truant officer is to 
secure attendance, not to prosecute children. His work is with 
the parents. 

Much encouragement may be derived from a retrospect of the 
past year’s work. Hindrances have been experienced, but in 
the main a steady and healthful growth may be fairly noted. In 
some lines of work improvements have been made which prom- 
ise an increasing degree of efficiency as time passes on. We are 
pleased to note these improvements, and gratifying are the words 
of praise which have come to us from those who have taken 
pains to visit the schools. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my appreciation of our 
faithful teachers, and of the conservative attitude of committee 
and citizens toward the educational interests of the town. 
Thanking you for the uniform kindness extended to me in the 
prosecution of my work, I am, 


With great respect, | 
LOUIS A. PRATT, Supt. of Schools. 


